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Out of balance On aroll Economic bellwether

The Commerce Department serves up its
latest snapshot of the nation’s trade gap

today.

The gap between the value of goods
and services the U.S. sells abroad and

Today

what it buys narrowed by $70.1 billion in
July from the previous month as
economic growth overseas helped boost
American exports, while imports declined. 60

Economists project the trade gap widened
in August by $70.5 billion. Between
January and July, the U.S. trade deficit

totaled $141.7 billion, 6% below the same

period last year.
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Wall Street expects another solid quarterly
snapshot from PepsiCo.

Analysts predict the food and beverage
company will report today that its third-quarter
earnings and revenue increased from a year
earlier. That would
echo the company’s
results in the first half
of this year. PepsiCo
has been expanding
its offerings, focusing
more on healthier
snacks and zero-calo- .
rie beverages.

Financial information company IHS
Markit issues its monthly index of U.S.
services sector firms today.

The index is based on monthly
surveys of a variety of companies,

including hotel and restaurant operators,

and financial services, communication
and transportation firms. Economists

predict the September reading slipped to 5

54.4. That would be the index’s fourth
straight monthly decline after it hit an
all-time high of 70.4 in May. Readings
above 50 indicate that the services
sector is expanding.
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Technology companies led a
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Stocks of Local Interest
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Dividend Footnotes: a - Extra dividends were paid, but are not included. b - Annual rate plus stock. ¢ - Liquidating dividend. e - Amount declared or paid in last 12 months. f - Current annual rate, which was increased by most recent dividend announcement. i - Sum of dividends paid after
stock split, no regular rate. - Sum of dividends paid this year. Most recent dividend was omitted or deferred. k - Declared or paid this year, a cumulative issue with dividends in arrears. m - Current annual rate, which was decreased by most recent dividend announcement. p - Initial dividend,
annual rate not known, yield not shown. r - Declared or paid in preceding 12 months plus stock dividend. t - Paid in stock, approximate cash value on ex-distribution date. PE Footnotes: q - Stock is a closed-end fund - no P/E ratio shown. cc - P/E exceeds 99. dd - Loss in last 12 months.



